
1760 -1763: Capitulation [surrender] , British Military Rule & Treaty of Paris 
 

Overview 
 

 In 1760 Governor Vaudreuil capitulated [surrendered] all France’s territory in North America to the 
British military. 

 the war continued in Europe and other places for another 3 years. 

 The Canadiens [French population] now came under the control of the British Military 

 
Articles of Capitulation [details or terms of surrender] 
 

 Governor Vaudreuil negotiated conditions for the French surrender 

 Signed September 8, 1760: set the conditions for surrender 

 Military Regime: Control of New France by the British military until a peace treaty could be signed. 

 The Canadiens were guaranteed right to property and would not be deported 

 French laws + customs continued 

 The Canadiens were free to practice Roman Catholic religion 

 Anyone who wanted to could return to France 

 
British Military Regime 1760 – 63 
 

 Government by the British military – General Amherst 

 Used the same government structures as France BUT replaced the  governors with British military 
officers 

 Reinstated Canadien [French] militia captains to keep order and communicate government decisions 
to the population. 

 Canadiens had to submit to British authority – oath of allegiance to British King: King George III. 

 French criminal law was replaced by British military law. 
 
Effects on Population – Departures for France 
 

 In 1760 the total population of New France was approx. 84 000 

 French soldiers + officers returned to France 

 The Governor, Intendant, + members of Sovereign council departed 

 Other Elites especially fur merchants also returned to France  

 In all there were approximately 4000 departures for France 

 10 000 Canadiens + French died or went missing in war 

 Approx. 65 -70 000 Canadiens  remained under British control 
 
The make-up of the French population under Britsh Control 
 

 Many Canadiens born in New France did not have the money or opportunity to return to France 

 The French population that remained was made up of: 
o The Catholic Clergy: Bishop, priests, nuns 

o The Seigneurs: land owners 

o The Censitaires: common farmers 

o Craftspeople and small merchants 

 
Population Change: The Arrival of British Merchants 
 

 In 1760 British merchants from Great Britain and the Thirteen colonies arrived in the conquered 
territory to take over the fur trade 

 They wanted to take the place of the French merchants who had returned to France and  left the fur 
trade behind 

 Appox. 300 English speaking merchants settled in the conquered territory and  began to export furs 
to the new Britsh mother country. 



 

 
The Treaty of Paris 1763 
 

 New France was officially conquered – transfer of official power from French to British government 

 France ceded all territories in North America except for the islands St. Pierre and Miquelon. This 
meant the end of French control in North America 

 Canadiens became British subjects [subject to the authorityof the British king] 

 New France became a British colony – BUT different because its inhabitants were French speaking 
and practiced Catholic religion 

 


