
The First British Governors of Quebec: 
 
What actions did the first Governors take in the new colony of Quebec?  
 
Overview 
 

 The Royal proclamation created a government for the new territory 

 The position of governor held all the power 

 The governors had to balance the interests of:  
 -The French Catholic Canadiens 
 -The 300 English Merchants of QC 
 
Governor Murray: The First British Governor 
 

 The Royal proclamation and the British government instructed Governor Murray to assimilate the 
Canadiens 

 Instead he came to respect and admire them 

 He also believed it was not possible to assimilate them.  

 British immigration to Quebec did not increase rapidly which meant there were too few British people 
to assimilate a large French population 

 In addition Governor Murray came to dislike the 300 British merchants living in Quebec: he felt that 
they were too demanding and lacked discipline.  

 
Governor Murray’s Policies [Acions] 

  

 He ignored the instructions from England to assimilate the French 

 Allowed practice of the Catholic Religion 

 He could not choose French people to be in government but he chose people sympathetic to the 
Canadiens for the council 

 He did not allow an elected assembly because of the Test Act: the French would not be allowed be 
members and he felt that it would give too much power to the English merchants of Quebec. 

 
The Demands of the English Merchants of Quebec  
 

 The English merchants were Angry about: 

 The tolerance to Canadiens (French): they demanded that Governor Murray assimilate them as 
instructed. 

 They demanded an elected legislative assembly: they felt they were being denied their rights as 
British subjects. 

 The English merchants wrote a letter of complaint to the British government about Governor Murray  

 As a result Murray was removed by the British Government and recalled to Britain 
 
The Actions of Governor Carleton 
 

 Governor Murray was replaced by Governor Carleton 

 He intended to assimilate the Canadiens 

 But he came to same position as Murray: he thought the English merchants were too demanding 
and out of control 

 He continued Murray’s policies of tolerance to the French population 

 He recommended to the British government that the Canadiens should be granted rights (the use of 
French: law, language, religion) to gain their loyalty. 

 He believed the French could become loyal British subjects but would remain Catholic and French 
speaking.  

 


