
History 304 Review Activity: Territory 
Introduction 
 
History is the study of how populations or people develop over time in a specific place or territory. To understand the 
changes it is important to understand how the territory that was occupied it, and how the teritory developed over 
time.  
 
Guiding Question 

How did the territory of North America change and develop over time? 
 
Goals 

1. Review the definition and meaning of territory- what is it? 
2. Review and describe the development of territory of North America over time. 
3. Review the connection between government and territory. 

 
Instructions 
 
 1.  Read the definitions relating to Territory below. 
 
Territory  

 A geographic area – land  
 The characteristics that describe the territory:   

o Relief/ topography – mountains, valleys, plains, plateaus   
o Water bodies: rivers, lakes   
o Vegetation: forest, plants,   
o Soil and Rock type  

 
 Political (government) boundaries: the geographic are under the control of a government. Usually shown by 

lines and colours on a map.  
 
Territory and Government  

 Government: the group of people who control decision making for a territory and the people in it. 
 

 Independent Country/ Nation: a population and government that have control over its territory free from 
control of other countries or nations. 
 

 Colony: a territory and population under the control of another country or nation.  
 

 Colonization: the process of bringing a territory and population under the control of another territory and 
government.  

 

 2. Use the Document File to complete the Map Assignments  1 and 2. You may also use the online version of 
Reflections https://www.iplusinteractif.com/books/172 

 
 
Remember to use the following process to read to read and understand Maps. 
 

i. Read the title 
ii. Read the legend 

iii. Examine the information present on the map. 
iv. Decide what the map is communicating to you about the territory.  

 
3.  Describe the changes in the control of the territory by answering the Review Questions.  
 
 

https://www.iplusinteractif.com/books/172


Document File: Maps of North America 
 

  Document 1: Eastern North America approximately 1500 

     
 
 
  
  Document 2: Trade Networks Eastern North America approximately 1500 
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Document 3: Eastern North America 1713 

 
 

Document 4: French Explorations 1671 -1743 
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 Answer Guide  
Review Questions: Territory 

 
I. The effect of geography on the occupation of the territory: 
 
1. How did waterways (rivers and lakes) affect the occupation of the territory for Indigenous populations? 
 
Indigenous groups used waterways as transportation and communication routes. Places of trade were often 
established on major waterways of the confluence of 2 waterways. 
 
2. What was the role of waterways in the French exploration and occupation of North America? 
 
The French adopted the Indigenous method of transportation, the canoe, for the interior of North America. With 
indigenous guides they used waterways to explore and claim territory for France. They established trading posts along 
major waterways.  
 
3. Which two major water systems did New France occupy by 1713? 
 
France occupied the St. Lawrence River and Great Lakes system and the Mississippi River system. These two systems 
gave France access to a large area of the interior of North America. 
 
4. What formed a natural barrier between the Thirteen Colonies and the interior of North America? 
 
The Appalachians Mountains formed a natural barrier to the interior of North America. 
And 
The waterways in the territory of the Thirteen Colonies did not give access to the interior of North America. 
 
5. What explains the difference in size between the French of New France and the British Territory of the 13 
colonies? 
 
New France had transportation routes that allowed them to explore and claim a large area of North America while the 
Thirteen Colonies were blocked from the interior by a lack of transportation routes and the Appalachians Mountains.  
 
II. The Control of the Territory in North America? 
 
6.  Which government(s) controlled the territory of North America up to 1500? 
 
Up to 1500 the territory was controlled by Independent Indigenous nations and groups. They defended and controlled 
the resources within specific territories and made alliances and agreements with other nations in the surrounding 
territory. 
 
7. Which governments controlled the territory of North America by 1713? 
 
By 1713 the British and French governments claimed control of large territories in North America. 
 
8. Write a short description of how the maps show the process of colonization: 
 
The maps show the process of the change in control of the territory of North America. In 1500 the territory was under 
the control of independent indigenous governments. By 1713 the French and British governments had begun the 
process of bringing the territory of North America under their control. 
 


